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From  the  Director's  Desk...  By  Ed  Reiter 


Time  flies  when  you're  having 
fun  - and  it  flies  even  faster 
when  you  never  take  a vacation. 
Either  way,  the  calendar  has 
arrived  very  quickly  once  again 
at  that  busy  time  of  year  when 
NLG  members  dust  off  their 
writings  (and/or  electronic 
endeavors)  from  the  previous 
year  and  prepare  them  for  sub- 
mission to  our  annual  Writers' 
Competition. 

I 

' The  rules  for  this  year's  con- 
i test  are  essentially  the  same  as 
those  that  were  in  effect  a year 
ago,  and  the  categories  also 
remain  little  changed.  Still,  I 
strongly  suggest  that  anyone 
planning  to  enter  should  first 
\ read  the  rules  thoroughly  and 
follow  them  to  the  letter.  All  too 
often,  the  judges  receive  entries 
i with  incomplete  information, 
t insufficient  copies  and  - perhaps 
i worst  of  all  - an  inappropriate 
i category  designation.  This 


results  in  needless  delay  and,  in 
extreme  cases,  also  could  lead  to 
disqualification  of  an  entry 

I'm  pleased  to  report  that 
Scott  Travers  will  serve  again 
this  year  as  contest  coordinator. 
Scott  has  done  a remarkable  job 
in  handling  this  daunting 
assignment,  which  requires  the 
processing  and  organization  of 
hundreds  of  entries,  the  selec- 
tion and  supervision  of  fair, 
well-qualified  judges  and  the 
preparation  and  shipping  of 
dozens  of  award  plaques  - a 
process  that  culminates  at  our 
annual  Bash,  where  the  awards 
are  presented  to  the  winners. 

As  usual,  this  year's  Bash  will 
take  place  at  the  midsummer 
convention  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  - this 
time  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday,  Aug.  10. 
We'll  furnish  more  details  as  the 


time  draws  closer.  We  also 
expect  to  hold  a symposium  that 
morning.  Last  year,  as  you  may 
recall,  we  chose  to  cancel  this 
event  because  it  would  have 
faced  overwhelming  competi- 
tion from  the  eagerly  anticipated 
debate  over  U.S.  assayers'  bars  - 
a program  that  was  scheduled  in 
the  identical  time  slot. 

Longtime  Guild  member  Mike 
Fuljenz  has  graciously  offered  to 
underwrite  the  cost  of  this 
year's  award  plaques,  as  he  has 
done  for  the  last  several  years. 
Mike's  generosity  has  been  a 
major  boon  to  our  treasury,  and 
has  helped  brighten  the  smile  on 
the  face  of  our  able  treasurer, 
Kay  Lenker. 

In  both  Portland  and 
Chicago,  Mike  also  provided 
funds  for  the  hot  food  we  enjoyed 
during  the  Bash,  and  he  has 
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FROM  THE 
DIRECTOR'S  DESK 


pledged  to  do  so  again  in 
Philadelphia.  Besides  being  deli- 
cious in  its  own  right,  this  also 
makes  it  easier  for  audience 
members  to  stomach  the  palaver 
being  served  up  by  our  some- 
times ragtag  cast  of  singers  and 
satirists. 

We  expect  Wendell  Wolka 
to  be  emcee  again,  a role  in 
which  he  strives  - and  occasion- 
ally succeeds  - in  bringing 
some  semblance  of  order  to 
the  evening's  looseknit  "enter- 
tainment." 

You'll  hear  from  us  again 
before  convention  week.  For 
now,  though,  I urge  you  to  dust 
off  your  entries,  check  out  your 
calendar  and  get  those  entries 
on  their  way  to  Scott  and  his 
stable  of  judges. 

As  noted  in  the  rules,  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  issue,  all 
entries  must  be  postmarked  by 
Tuesday,  June  20,  and  received 
by  Monday,  June  26.  Each  entry 
must  be  submitted  in  triplicate 
(except  for  the  portfolio  and 
software  categories),  and  each 
must  be  accompanied  by  a cover 
sheet  providing  the  information 
required  by  the  rules.  That 


means  there  must  be  three  cover 
sheets  for  each  entry  - one  for 
each  of  the  three  copies. 

The  address  remains 
unchanged.  Entries  should  be 
sent  to  Scott  Travers,  c/o 
Sal  Germano,  SGRC  Inc., 
625  Lafayette  Ave.,  Hawthorne, 
NJ  07506.  Sal  is  not  a member  of 
the  Guild,  but  he  is  a good 
friend  and  his  willingness  to 
receive,  store  and  safeguard  our 
entries  is  a significant  and  much 
appreciated  service  to  the  NLG 
and  its  members. 

Our  most  coveted  award,  the 
Clemy,  will  be  presented  at  the 
Bash  by  last  year's  winner,  Tom 
DeLorey.  Knowing  Tom,  he'll 
undoubtedly  appear  at  the 
microphone  at  least  once  or 
twice  at  other  points  in  the 
evening  as  well. 

Before  closing,  I have  a note  to 
pass  along  from  our  editor, 
David  T.  Alexander:  No  news  is 
definitely  not  good  news,  so  if 
you  have  any  story  ideas  - or 
actual  stories  - for  future  edi- 
tions of  the  Newsletter,  please 
send  them  to  Dave  at  P.O.  Box 
780,  Mahopac,  NY  10541. 

Get  those  entries  coming  - 
and  good  luck! 


FROM  THE 
EDITOR'S  DESK 
By 

David  T.  Alexander,  NLG 

Numismatic  writing  and  pub- 
lishing continue  to  prosper  in 
the  United  States  in  this  Year  of 
Our  Lord  2000,  and  NLG 
remains  at  the  center  of  it  all. 
The  Guild  is  in  its  32"*^  year  of 
service  to  numismatics. 


With  a new  millennium 
approaching  (as  the  purists  so 
rightly  assert),  the  numismatic 
horizon  is  brighter  than  it  has 
been  for  a full  decade  - since 
before  the  difficult  years  that 
commenced  in  1990. 

The  50-state  quarter  program 
has  developed  into  a spectacular 
success  for  popular  numismat- 
ics. For  the  first  time  since  the 
disappearance  of  silver  in  1965, 
the  public  is  responding  with 
enthusiasm  to  a collectible  in  its 
pocket.  With  10  years  to  run. 
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the  state  quarter  program  bids 
fair  to  act  as  the  engine  for  the 
creation  of  millions  of  new  col- 
lectors. 

The  new  Sacagawea  dollar  has 
certainly  stirred  up  its  own 
share  of  interest.  While  it  has  not 
yet  landed  squarely  in  John  Q. 
Public's  pocket  as  of  this  writ- 
ing, the  coin  has  gone  into  space 
struck  in  gold  of  uncertain  legal- 
ity, into  Cheerios  boxes  and  into 
cash  drawers  at  Wal-Mart  coun- 
ters. Perhaps  soon  it  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  good  old  ordi- 
nary taxpayer.  With  its  bold 
color  and  distinctive  edge,  this 
new  coin  may  outperform  the 
jinxed  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar 
by  light-years  of  public  utility. 

In  any  event,  this  is  as  large  a 
jolt  of  good  news  as  U.S.  numis- 
matics has  received  in  a long 
time.  Now  let's  corral  the  quar- 
ter-seekers into  mainline  collect- 
ing and  really  move  forward! 

A very  special  welcome  is  in 
order  for  the  first  significant 
recruit  in  recent  memory  in  the 
museum  curator  membership 
category  that  was  so  prominent 
at  the  Guild's  founding. 
Curators  and  coin  museums 
have  dwindled  grievously  since 
1968,  but  NLG  is  delighted  by 
the  recent  induction  of  Dr.  Ute 
Wartenberg,  executive  director 
of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  into  Guild  membership. 

ANS  is  much  in  the  news 
these  days.  Its  leadership  is 
actively  planning  for  greatly 
increased  public  outreach  in  a 
new  location  on  William  Street 
in  the  heart  of  Manhattan's 
financial  district.  Also  in  plan- 
ning is  greater  emphasis  on 
American  numismatics. 


Some  members  oppose  this 
move  from  the  once-select 
neighborhood  of  Washington 
Heights.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  greater  good  of  the  Society 
and  its  150-year  mission  in  the 
world  of  American  numismatics 
will  take  precedence  in  the  ulti- 
mate decision  over  any  personal 
views,  however  sincerely  felt. 


NLG  AT  CO  AC 

Numismatic  students  of 
George  Washington  took  center 
stage  last  Nov.  20  as  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
presented  the  first  part  of  its 
1999  conference  on  Coinage  of 
the  Americas  (COAC),  and  NLG 
members  figured  prominently  in 
the  proceedings. 

These  conferences  began  sev- 
eral years  ago  after  it  was  noted 
that  virtually  none  of  the  ANS 
publications  or  programs  dealt 
with  the  Americas  in  general  or 
the  United  States  in  particular. 

Washing toniana  (sometimes 
called  Washingtonia)  is  the 
name  given  to  coins,  medals, 
tokens  and  all  other  kinds  of 
materials  relating  to  the  caree 
of  America's  commander-in- 
chief in  the  Revolution  and  first 
president. 

The  six  COAC  speakers  were 
divided  into  morning  and  after- 
noon sessions,  opening  with 
Guild  stalwart  Q.  David  Bowers 
on  "The  Washington  Excitement 
of  1859-1885."  These  years 
spanned  the  beginning  of 
numismatic  collecting  in  the 
United  States  and  publication  of 
William  S.  Baker's  Medallic 
Portraits  of  Washington. 


Bowers  drew  on  his  experi- 
ence in  auctioning  the  remark- 
able Washington  medals  of  well- 
known  collector  Lucien 
LaRiviera.  He  noted  that  in  the 
pioneer  years  of  American  col- 
lecting, Washington  material 
was  the  most  popular  area  of 
American  numismatics.  Collect- 
ing classic  Washington  medals 
and  adding  to  the  supply  by  cre- 
ation of  new  issues  honoring  the 
Pater  Patriae  kept  collectors  busy. 
Bowers  recounted.  Most  auction 
records  were  held  by 
Washington  items  until  the 
surge  of  date  and  mint-mark  col- 
lecting drove  all  other  areas  into 
obscurity. 

ANS  Curator  John  Kleeberg 
discoursed  on  the  1824  Washing- 
ton portrait  countermarks  which 
appear  on  U.S.  coins  struck 
around  the  time  of  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette's  triumphal 
American  tour  in  that  year. 
Often  joining  coimtermarks  por- 
traying Lafayette  himself,  the 
Washington  dies  have  long  been 
attributed  to  prominent 
engraver  Charles  Cushing 
Wright.  Kleeberg  questioned  this 
attribution,  pointing  out  that 
like  many  other  older  assump- 
tions of  American  numismatics, 
careful  research  suggests  other 
engravers  may  have  been 
responsible  for  the  popular 
Washington  countermarks. 

The  Washington  and  Lafayette 
portraits  generally  appear  on 
large  cents  and  Capped  Bust 
half  dollars  and  have  fascinated 
generations  of  collectors.  Your 
editor  recalls  veteran  profession- 
al numismatist  Art  Kagin's 
determination  of  many  decades 
to  declare  the  pieces  "America's 
first  commemorative  coins." 
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A veteran  of  modern 
Washington  research  is  Dr. 
George  Fuld,  who  presented  a 
slide  talk  on  "Early  Washington 
Medals"  originally  prepared  for 
a forum  in  1962.  Fuld  joined 
Russell  Rulau  in  creating  the 
first  modern  revision  of  Baker, 
published  by  Krause  Publi- 
cations on  the  centennial  of 
Baker's  original  work. 

Fuld  reviewed  several  of  his 
personal  favorites  of  the  series, 
including  the  Manly  medals,  the 
first  American-made  Washing- 
ton portrait  pieces.  Of  particular 
interest  and  controversy  was  the 
British-made  Eccleston  medal 
portraying  Washington  in  armor 
along  with  a plea  for  American 
Indian  rights,  which  Fuld  has 
held  to  be  a subtle  satire. 

The  second  session  opened 
with  David  T.  Alexander's  "Un- 


explored Byways  of  Washing- 
toniana."  Alexander  believes 
that  Washington  collecting  has 
suffered  from  the  19th  century's 
excessive  adulation,  which 
obscured  the  real  greatness  of 
Washington.  Added  to  this  has 
been  the  nationwide  decay  of 
the  teaching  of  American  histo- 
ry, which  has  produced  genera- 
tions of  students  startlingly 
ignorant  of  their  country's  birth 
and  development. 

Alexander  is  enthusiastic 
about  the  new  surge  of  interest 
in  this  area,  fueled  by  the  numis- 
matic auction  field.  Stack's  suc- 
cessful offering  of  the  Gil 
Steinberg  Collection  and  its 
January  Americana  sales  are 
major  components  of  this  resur- 
gence. 

Alexander  showed  that  many 
supposed  mysteries  of  Washing- 
toniana  actually  were  caused  by 


the  self-isolation  of  American 
collectors  from  the  wider  world 
of  numismatics.  One  example 
was  the  Twigg  medal  long 
attributed  to  a supposed 
American  engraver  otherwise 
unknown.  Reference  to  British 
sources  shows  that  Charles 
Twigg  was  a popular  medalist 
with  several  credits  in  Lawrence 
Brown's  British  Historical  Medals. 

Similarly,  British  numismatics 
sheds  much  light  on  Quaker 
humanitarian  and  eccentric 
Daniel  Eccleston,  whose  1794 
portrait  halfpenny  token  was  a 
precursor  of  Britain's  cartwheel 
penny  twopence.  The  Indian  on 
the  reverse  of  Eccleston's 
Washington  medal  recalled  the 
Englishman's  passionate  admi- 
ration for  Native  Americans,  as 
well  as  the  very  genuine  admira- 
tion he  felt  for  his  onetime  host 
at  Mount  Vernon,  George 
Washington. 

Cont.  on  page  9 


We’re  always  interested  in  good  features, 
on  U.S.  coins  and  other  numismatic  collectibles. 

It’s  easy,  just... 

Summarize  your  feature  ideas,  keep  in  mind  our  features  are 

800-1,200  words.  Let  us  know  if  you  have  photos  or  art  available  and 
Send  your  proposal  off  to: 

Beth  Deisher,  Editor;  P.O.  Box  150; 

Sidney,  OH  45365^150.  FAX:  513-498-0812. 

(published  weekly  - ave.  98  pgs.) 


If  you  write... 
write  to 
Coin  Worid! 
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On  Winning  the 
Ribbit  Award 

By  Neil  Shafer,  NLG 

This  is  all  Claud  Murphy's 
fault.  Please  be  so  kind  as  to 
remember  that  fact  as  you  read 
through  this  little  missive.  You 
may  recall  that  the  main  reason 
he  felt  constrained  to  choose  me 
was  that  he  had  been  exposed  to 
a rather  twisted  use  of  the  lan- 
guage I have  been  known  to 
employ  from  time  to  time. 

Therefore,  all  that  follows 
must  of  necessity  be  blamed  on 
Claud. 

It  was  very  hard  for  me  to 
know  how  to  begin,  and  for 
weeks  I was  worried  about  it. 
Then  all  of  a sudden,  one  morn- 
ing I awoke  with  a start!  It  gets 
worse  from  here  on... 

Actually,  I was  quite  honored 
and  very  pleased  to  have  been 
selected  as  the  Ribbit  recipient, 
as  it  gave  me  the  opportunity  to 
regale  anyone  who  cares  to  lis- 
ten with  something  I've  long 
enjoyed... a show  of  punmanship 
(always  at  appropriate  times,  of 
course).  Also,  I was  able  to  find 
out  a little  about  exactly  what  a 
Ribbit  is.  I was  told  it  is  a 
Chinese  good  luck  charm,  and 
that  it  comes  in  various  sizes, 
always  displaying  a coin-bear- 
ing frog.  Sometimes  it  has  a 
number  of  coins  around  its 
lower  edge.  It  is  supposed  to 
face  north  for  good  luck.  And, 
like  Claud,  so  far  I have  not  been 
able  to  chisel  that  coin  out  of  its 
mouth-  but  Tm  working  on  it! 

I admit  it  - I have  succumbed 
to  a more  or  less  controllable 
form  of  paronophilia  - the  inor- 
dinate love  of  puns.  The  word 
pun  probably  derives  from  the 


Italian  puntiglio  (fine  point), 
where  the  writer  is  supposed  to 
nurture  ideas  as  well  as  wit  (or 
at  least  a half  thereof).  Just 
thought  you'd  like  to  know... 

Being  that  we  are  a numismat- 
ic group  I thought  I should  real- 
ly concentrate  mostly  on  things 
befitting  our  status.  (I'll  try,  yet 
somehow  I don't  think  I will 
succeed.)  But  first,  let  me  relate 
to  you  a bit  of  conversation  my 
old  Whitman  boss  Ken  Bressett 
and  I had  some  years  back.  We 
were  speaking  about  the  fine  sil- 
ver coins  of  England  having 
been  made  at  the  Tower  Mint  in 
London,  but  those  of  lower  sil- 
ver content  doubtless  made  in 


The  Ribbit  Award 


debasement  and  then  we  turned 
to  the  counterfeit  singer  who 
tried  to  pass  off  a false  note! 

We  also  discussed  the  special 
1976  coinage,  and  concluded 
that  it  also  honored  the  Great 
Western  Buffalo,  being  after  all  a 
Bisontennial  issue... 

I recall  having  a conversation 
with  some  numismatists  who 
were  suggesting  the  addition  of 
circulating  coins  for  the  public 
to  use,  such  as  l/2c,  2c,  3c,  even 
4 and  6c  pieces.  Finally  it  got  so 
bad  I moved  denominations  be 
closed. 

Once  I met  a worker  from  the 
U.S.  Mint  who  said  they  are  now 
striking  for  higher  wages  than 


ever  before...  it  drew  a blank 
from  me.  Did  you  ever  draw  a 
blank?  It's  only  a small  circle... 

I also  talked  with  a worker  in  a 
false  nose  factory,  who  said  they 
do  not  strike,  they  just  picket... 
(well,  they  don't  ALL  have  to  be 
numismatic,  do  they?  Besides,  as 
I said  before,  it's  all  Claud's 
fault.) 

A while  back  I happened  to 
meet  an  Egyptian  coin  collector, 
a doctor  who  claimed  to  be  a 
bone  specialist.  You  might  call 
him  a Cairo-practor,  unless  he 
was  in  de  Nile.  Then  there's  the 
case  of  the  army  sergeant  who 
was  jailed  for  corporal  punish- 
ment, along  with  the  marine 
who  was  rotten  to  the  corps... 

Additional  Metric  Equivalents 
(just  in  case  you  were  wonder- 
ing about  them) . . . 

1 million  microphones  = 1 mega- 
phone 

2,000  mockingbirds  = two  kilo- 
mockingbirds 

10  cards  = 1 decacards 

10  millipedes  =1  centipede 

2 monograms  = 1 diagram 
2 wharves  = 1 paradox 

Our  realm  includes  bank-relat- 
ed activities,  so  the  following  lit- 
tle narrative  should  fit  in  well 
enough.  It's  about  a little  frog 
that  hops  into  a bank  and  asks 
Patricia  Whack,  the  teller,  for  a 
loan  application.  (She  works  by 
herself  as  the  loan  arranger 
unless  Tonto  happens  to  be 
there.)  Well,  she  asks  the  frog  his 
name,  and  finds  out  that  his  fa- 
ther is  none  other  than  Rolling 
Stones  star  Mick  Jagger.  But 
Miss  Whack  still  feels  she  needs 
some  collateral,  so  the  frog  gives 
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2000  NLG 
WRITERS' 
COMPETITION 
RULES 


Welcome  to  this  year's 
NLG  competition! 

Please  read  these  rules  carefully  if 

you  wish  to  participate  in  the  contest. 

1.  All  NLG  members  are  eligible 
to  participate  if  their  dues 
have  been  paid. 

2.  All  entries  must  have  been 
published  between  May  1, 
1999  and  April  30, 2000. 

3.  Entries  must  be  postmarked 
not  later  than  June  20,  2000 
and  received  not  later  than 
June  26, 2000 

4.  All  entries  must  be  the  work  of 
entrant  or  must  have  been  pro- 
duced under  entrant's  editorial 
direction. 

5.  The  judges  reserve  the  right  to 
change  the  category  in  which 
an  entry  may  compete,  if  they 
believe  such  change  is  neces- 
sary to  assure  equity  of  aU  par- 
ticipants. 

6.  Three  (3)  copies  of  each  entry 
must  be  submitted  in  all  cate- 
gories except  portfolio  and 
software.  In  these  two  cate- 
gories, one  copy  will  suffice. 
Quality  photocopies  of  news- 
paper and  magazine  articles 
are  acceptable. 

7.  No  entries  will  be  returned 
under  any  circumstance. 

8.  No  entrant  may  submit  more 
than  one  (1)  entry  in  any  single 
category.  (The  same  entry  may 
also  be  included  in  the  portfolio 
competition,  however.) 


9.  In  categories  with  only  one 
entry,  judges  may  decide  that 
no  award  will  be  given,  or 
may  substitute  Special  NLG 
Recognition  for  the  regular 
NLG  Award. 

10.  All  judges'  decisions  are  bind- 
ing and  final;  confidentiality 
of  all  judging  is  absolute. 

11.  Failure  to  conform  to  aU  rules 
will  be  cause  for  disqualifica- 
tion from  the  competition. 

12.  All  entries  must  be  sent  to: 

Scott  A.  Travers 
do  Sal  Germane 
SGRC  Inc. 

625  Lafayette  Ave. 
Hawthorne,  NJ  07506 

13.  Each  entry  copy  must  have  the 
following  information  attached 
or  it  will  be  disqualified: 

• CLASS 

• CATEGORY 

• ENTRANT'S  NAME  & 
ADDRESS 

• PUBLICATION 

• PUBLICATION  DATE 

• TITLE  OR  HEADING 

• AUTHOR  (IF  OTHER 
THAN  ENTRANT) 


The  following  classes  and 
categories  are  in  force  in  2000. 
PLEASE  EXAMINE  YOUR 
ENTRIES  CAREFULLY  to  be  certain 
they  qualify  in  the  proper  category! 

CLASS  I 

BOOKS 

Books  may  be  submitted  by 
author,  publisher  or  editor.  Three 
copies  must  be  submitted.  Eligible 
are  new  books  or  those  accepted 
by  the  judges  at  their  sole  discre- 
tion as  substantially  revised 
versions  of  earlier  works. 

1.  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  work  having  the  greatest 
potential  impact  on  numismatics: 
Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  research  quality,  pho- 
tographic, printing  and  graph- 


ic excellence,  cover  and  typog- 
raphy where  applicable. 
Books  submitted  in  the  spe- 
cialized categories  below  may 
be  considered  for  Book  of  the 
Year  as  well. 

2.  BEST  SPECIALIZED 
BOOK  ON 

(a)  United  States  Coins 

(b)  World  Coins 

(c ) U.S.  Paper  Money 

(d)  World  Paper  Money 

(e)  Tokens  & Medals 

(f)  Numismatic  Investments 

(g)  Museum  & Exhibition 
Catalogs 

CLASS  II-A 
U.S.  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMAHC  MAGAZINES 

{Coins,  COINage  magazines  and 
similar  periodicals) 

3.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with: 

(a)  Coins 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals 

(c)  Paper  Money 

4.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

5.  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher, 
editors.  Criteria  include  over- 
all numismatic  appeal,  fea- 
tures, departments,  graphics, 
journalistic  and  editorial 
excellence  as  applicable. 


CLASS  II-B 
WORLD  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

{World  Coin  News,  The  Celator,  sim- 
ilar overseas  publications) 

6.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with: 

(a)  Coins 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals 

(c)  Paper  Money 


6 


7.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

8.  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher, 
editors.  Same  criteria  as  cate- 
gory 5 above. 

CLASS  III 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

{The  Numismatist,  TAMS  Journal, 
The  Shekel,  etc.  NOTE:  National 
publications  will  be  judged 
separately  from  regional,  state, 
and  local  publications.) 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

(3)  copies  of  articles  dealing 
with  any  subject  related  to 
numismatics 
(ONE  Award) 

10.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

11.  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher 
and/or  editor.  Same  criteria  as 
category  5 above. 

CLASS  IV 

NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

12.  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY  or 
continuing  coverage  of  a devel- 
oping story  in  numismatics. 

13.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES  (3)  copies  of 
articles  dealing  with: 

(a)  Coins 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals 

(c)  Paper  Money 

14.  BEST  COLUMN  (3)  copies 
EACH  of  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column  must  be 
submitted. 

15  BEST  ISSUE  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by  publisher, 
editors.  Same  criteria  as  cate- 
gory 5 above. 

CLASS  V 

NON-NUMISMATIC 

NEWSPAPERS 


16.  THE  MAURICE  M.  GOULD 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

Entries  may  be  submitted  by 
publisher,  editor  or  columnist 
of  any  coin  column  appearing 
regularly  in  any  non-numis- 
matic  newspaper  of  any  size 
circulation. 

CLASS  VI 

AUCTION  CATALOGS 

17.  Submit  (3)  copies  of  each  cata- 
log entered.  Criteria  include 
cover  design,  overall  eye 
appeal,  format,  graphics  and 
layout,  in-depth  research  and 
quality  of  description.  Entries 
may  be  submitted  by  auction 
firm,  auctioneer  or  cataloger. 

(a)  Coin  and  currency  auction 
catalogs 

(b)  Catalogs  for  auctions  of  books 
and  exonumia 

CLASS  VII 

COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

18.  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER'S 
AWARD  for  Best  Investment 
Newsletter:  Criteria  include 
overall  reader  appeal,  quality 
of  research  and  writing,  and 
graphics  as  applicable.  Submit 
(3)  copies  EACH  of  (3)  issues, 
total:  9 items. 

19.  BEST  DEALER-PUBLISHED 

magazine  or  newspaper. 
Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  quality  of  research  and 
writing,  and  graphics  excel- 
lence. Submit  (3)  copies  EACH 
of  at  least  (3)  different  issues. 


CLASS  VIII 
BEST  ALL-AROUND 
PORTFOLIO 

20.  Collection  of  writings  and/or 
photographs  and  related  items 
demonstrating  numismatic 
writing  ability  and  versatility. 
Organization  and  presenta- 
tion will  count  as  heavily  as 
volume.  Only  one  copy  of 
portfolio  need  be  submitted; 
other  copies  of  items  included 
in  portfolio  may  also  be  sub- 
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mitted  in  other  relevant  cate- 
gories at  entrant's  option. 

CLASS  IX 
BEST  WRITER  IN 
NLG  NEWSLETTER 

21.  NLG  Newsletter  editor  alone 
selects  winner.  Criteria  in- 
clude writing  skill  and  style, 
numismatic  or  organization 
support,  content  to  inform  the 
member-readers.  No  entries 
accepted,  editor  alone  decides. 

CLASS  X 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

22.  RADIO:  Best  news  story,  fea- 
ture report  or  continuing 
series  involving  numismatics. 
Entries  must  include  standard 
size  audio  cassette  of  story  or 
feature  report  or  (3)  selections 
from  continuing  series, 
accompanied  by  written 
statement  citing  date(s)  of 
broadcast,  call  letters  and 
location  of  radio  station  as 
well  as  information  required 
in  NLG  rules  listed  above. 

23.  AUDIO:  Best  audio  program 
involving  numismatics,  but 
non-broadcast.  Includes  audio 
tracks  from  numismatic  slide 
shows,  educational  tapes, 
audio  newsletters  and  other 
presentations.  Entries  must 
include  standard  size  audio 
cassette,  written  statement  cit- 
ing date(s)  of  first  use,  plus 
information  required  in  NLG 
rules  above. 

24.  TELEVISION:  Best  spot  news 
story,  feature  report  or  contin- 
uing series  involving  numis- 
matics. Entries  must  include 
standard  size  cassette  record- 
ing of  television  broadcast  or 
(3)  selections  from  continuing 
series.  Tape  must  be  either 
half-inch  VHS  or  3/4-inch 
professional  videocassette, 
and  must  be  accompanied  by 
written  statement  citing 
date(s)  of  broadcast,  call  let- 
ters and  location  of  station, 
plus  information  required  in 
NLG  rules  above. 

Cont.  on  page  8 


Cant,  from  page  7 

25.  VIDEO:  Best  non-broadcast 
slide  film,  movie  film  or  video 
tape  presentation  involving 
numismatics.  Entry  must 
include  audio  as  well  as  visual 
materials,  either  written  script 
or  sound  track  of  film,  audio 
or  video  cassette  used  in 
presentation. 

Entry  must  be  accompanied 
by  written  statement  citing 
date(s)  of  first  use,  plus  infor- 
mation required  by  NLG  rules 
above. 

CLASS  XI 

COMPUTERS 

26.  BEST  WEB  SITE  ARTICLE 

Submit  (3)  printouts  of  the 
article  appearing  on  a Web  site 
dealing  with  any  subject 
related  to  numismatics. 

27.  BEST  WEB  SITE 

For  static  sites,  submit  the 
URL.  For  sites  that  change, 
submit  (3)  hard  copies  of  the 
home  page. 

28.  SOFTWARE 

Best  presentation  of  a new 
numismatic  work,  or  new  pre- 
sentation of  a previously  pub- 
lished numismatic  work,  in 
CD-ROM,  DVD,  floppy  disk 
or  any  other  electronic  format. 
Only  one  copy  of  the  work 
need  be  submitted.  Entry 
must  be  accompanied  by  writ- 
ten statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  information 
required  by  NLG  rules  above. 

29.  CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

First  presented  in  the  1987 
competition,  this  award  was 
endowed  by  Jim  Miller 
of  Miller  Magazines  in 
memory  of  an  especially 
beloved  member  of  the  numis- 
matic writing  community  and 
NLG  founder,  Clement  F. 
Bailey.  This  award  recognizes 
excellence  among  new  writers 


in  numismatics,  whose  first 
published  writings  appeared 
during  the  previous  year. 
Nominees  are  supplied  sole- 
ly by  numismatic  publishers. 

The  Clemy  Award 

In  a category  of  its  own  since 
1968  is  the  Clemy  Award.  The 
highest  honor  of  NLG  is  bestowed 
annually  during  the  NLG  Bash  on 
an  NLG  member  in  recognition  of 
writing  skill,  dedication  to  numis- 
matics, sense  of  humor  and  dedi- 
cation to  the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild.  Nominations  are  submitted 
by  members  of  the  board  to  the 
previous  year's  winner,  who 
makes  the  final  choice. 


NOMINEES  WANTED 

Two  seats  are  available  this 
year  on  the  NLG  Board  of 
Directors.  Thomas  K.  "Tom" 
DeLorey  and  R.W.  "Bob"  Julian 
both  are  reaching  the  end  of 
their  current  service,  and 
replacements  are  being  sought. 
Those  elected  will  serve  for  two 
years. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  election, 
a candidate  must  receive  nomi- 
nations from  at  least  three  NLG 
members  in  good  standing. 
These  should  be  sent  to  Ed 
Reiter,  Executive  Director,  12 
Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Rock,  NJ 
07452. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR  CLEMY 
AWARD  WINNERS  1968-1999 


1968 

Clement  F.  Bailey 

1969 

Edward  C.  Rochette 

1970 

Lee  Martin 

1971 

Margo  Russell 

1972 

Virginia  Culver 

1973 

Maurice  M.  Gould 

1974 

Eva  B.  Adams 

1975 

Ray  Byrne 

1976 

Chester  L.  Krause 

1977 

Richard  S.  Yeoman 

1978 

Lee  F.  Hewitt 

1979 

Abe  Kosoff 

1980 

Glenn  Smedley 

1981 

Arlie  Slabaugh 

1982 

Eric  P.  Newman 

1983 

Kenneth  Bressett 

1984 

Donn  Pearhnan 

1985 

Walter  Breen 

1986 

Ed  Reiter 

1987 

David  Alexander 

1988 

James  L.  Miller 

1989 

Q.  David  Bowers 

1990 

David  L.  Ganz 

1991 

Clifford  Mishler 

1992 

R.W.  Julian 

1993 

Russell  Rulau 

1994 

Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli 

1995 

Beth  Deisher 

1996 

Col.  Bill  Murray 

1997 

Alan  Herbert 

1998 

Burnett  Anderson 

1999 

Thomas  K.  DeLorey 

If  exactly  two  candidates 
receive  the  necessary  number  of 
nominations,  they  will  be 
declared  the  winners.  If  more 
than  two  are  nominated,  ballots 
will  be  sent  to  all  members,  and 
votes  will  be  counted  during  the 
ANA  convention  in  Philadel- 
phia. If  fewer  than  two  are  nom- 
inated, the  current  Board  of 
Directors  will  select  the  needed 
number  of  new  directors. 

In  any  event,  results  will  be 
announced  - and  the  new  direc- 
tors will  be  introduced  - at  this 
year's  Bash. 
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Cont.  front  poge  4 

Dr.  David  Menchell  offered 
wonderful  insights  into 
Washington  portraiture  in  his 
talk  on  ''The  Iconographic 
Origins  of  Washingtonia." 
Working  in  the  New  York 
Library  print  room,  Menchell 
traced  most  contemporary 
medallic  portraits  to  paintings 
or  engravings  made  during 
Washington's  early  life. 

One  especially  arresting  oil 
portrait  depicts  him  in  the  bright 
red  coat  of  a British  officer  at  the 
time  of  the  ill-fated  Braddock 
expedition  against  Fort 
Duquesne.  His  audience  assured 
Menchell  that  his  was  one  of  the 
most  original  presentations  at 
the  1999  CO  AC. 

Another  unusual  offering  was 
Robert  D.  Leonard's  "The 


Descendants  of  Col.  Augustine 
Warner  of  Virginia  in 
Numismatics."  Unknown  to  vir- 
tually all  COAC  attendees, 
Warner  was  an  immediate  fore- 
bear of  Washington,  as  well  as 
Confederate  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee. 

Leonard  startled  many  in  his 
audience  by  revealing  that  the 
British  royal  family  is  related  to 
Washington  through  Queen 
Mother  Elizabeth,  the  former 
Lady  Elizabeth  Bowes-Lyon. 
Using  medals,  coins  and  an 
array  of  modern  NCLT  com- 
memoratives,  this  Chicago-area 
speaker  demonstrated  the  link- 
age between  Colonial  Virginia 
and  the  nation's  founding  and 
the  events  of  the  1990s. 

Richard  Doty  of  the 
Smithsonian  presented  "A 
Singular  Immortality:  George 


Washington  and  the  Curnmcy  <T 
Fame."  Doty  drew  on  the 
Smithsonian's  unmatched  col- 
lection of  early  U.S.  paper 
money  to  present  a galaxy  of 
Washington  portraits,  studies 
and  vignettes,  many  hitherto 
unknown  to  those  in  attendance. 
Doty  showed  the  remarkable 
growth  in  size  and  numbers  of 
such  Washington  vignettes  from 
the  tiny  portrait  on  an  early 
Rhode  Island  bank  note  to  the 
elaborate  examples  of  the  mid- 
19th  century  engraver  s art. 

Nearly  all  of  the  speakers  at 
the  November  COAC  were  NLG 
members.  Their  combined  erudi- 
tion and  willingness  to  share  the 
results  of  their  years  of  research 
demonstrated  the  wide  reach  of 
the  Guild  and  its  deservedly 
prominent  place  in  U.S.  numis- 
matics. 
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her  a very  attractive  tiny  pink 
elephant  made  of  glass.  Totally 
puzzled  by  this  item,  she  then 
goes  to  the  bank  president,  tells 
him  the  whole  story,  and  asks 
how  this  little  elephant  could  be 
of  any  use.  His  answer:  "It's  a 
knickknack,  Patty  Whack,  give 
the  frog  a loan;  his  old  man's  a 
Rolling  Stone!" 

Thanks,  Claud... 

Numismatists  collecting  world 
monies  are  always  interested  in 
political  occurrences  that  may 
have  some  bearing  on  their  col- 
lections. Take,  for  example,  the 
time  years  ago  when  President. 
Juan  Peron  of  Argentina  was  in 
some  difficulty  and  asked  our 
CIA  to  help  him.  So  they  put 
him  up  in  a Washington,  D.C. 
hotel,  paid  all  his  expenses,  and 
after  a couple  of  weeks  were 
able  to  send  him  home  again.  In 
more  recent  years,  during  the 
Viet  Nam  conflict,  it  happened 
that  President  Thieu  became 
embroiled  in  local  affairs  and 
requested  aid  from  the  CIA. 
Obligingly,  they  put  him  up  in 
the  same  hotel  they  had  used 
earlier,  paid  all  his  expenses, 
and  after  a couple  of  weeks  were 
able  to  send  him  home.  The  CIA 
accountant,  upon  comparing 
these  two  episodes,  actually  dis- 
covered that  Thieu  could  live  as 
cheaply  as  Juan! 

While  attending  the  ANA  con- 
vention in  Detroit  a few  years 
ago,  I was  walking  through 
some  streets  and  found  myself 
beside  a very  large  church. 
There  was  a big  crew  with  paint 
brushes  all  over  its  side,  cover- 
ing what  looked  like  a really 
badly  scarred  surface.  I asked 
one  of  the  workers  what  had 
happened  and  why  it  looked  so 
bad;  he  informed  me  that  this 


was  the  second  time  they  were 
doing  the  job. 

The  first  time  the  foreman  was 
told  to  use  50  gallons  of  paint 
and  50  gallons  of  turpentine.  But 
he  made  his  own  calculations 
and  figured  that  he  could  save  a 
lot  of  extra  expense  by  using  75 
gallons  of  turpentine  and  only 
25  gallons  of  paint.  It  apparently 
worked  like  a charm,  he  was 
absolutely  right. ..until  the  first 
rainstorm.  Then  the  walls 
became  terribly  scarred  and  vir- 
tually ruined.  Beside  himself 
with  worry,  he  went  into  the 
church,  looked  up  and  said,  "Oh 
my  god,  my  god,  what  am  I 
going  to  do?"  Whereupon  a 
voice  from  on  high  said  to  him, 
"Repaint,  all  ye  thinners,  and 
never  ye  thin  again!" 

(The  foreman  wath  wearing 
hith  pith  helmet-  and  he  thpeak- 
th  with  a lithp.) 

There  follow  a few  of  my 
favorite  1 -liners: 

Sick  oyster's  theme  song:  A 
Gritty  Pearl...  is  like  a Malady... 

Chicken  arrested  for  laying  2 
eggs  instead  of  1.  The  charge: 
violation  of  the  Hatch  Act. 

Girl  named  Liza  had  so  many 
kids  they  called  her  Fertile 
Liza  because  she  was  so 
overbearing... 

What  is  WHEAGHTER?  A bad 
spell  of  WEATHER. 

The  heaviest  Chinese  delicacy? 
1-Ton  Soup. 

Scarecrow  Award,  given  for 
being  out  standing  in  its  field. 

Then  there's  the  girl  named 
Virginia  - they  called  her  Virgin 
for  short  but  not  for  long... 

Housecleaning  song,  goes  like 


this:  Soap,  Soap,  Soap,  Soap... 
(that's  the  first  4 bars) 

Boy  named  Jack  out  in  the  gar- 
den appearing  to  have  a conver- 
sation, but  no  one  seems  to  be 
there.  That's  because  Jack  and 
the  beans  talk. 

Should  I be  a barber  or  a novel- 
ist? Toss  a coin  - heads  or  tales. 

I close  with  this  admonition:  A 
strip-tease  artist's  act  is  often  her 
own  undoing. 

'Bye,  Claud. 

{EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Neil  Shafer  was 
the  1999  recipient  of  the  Ribbet,  an 
NLG  award  presented  to  members  of 
the  numismatic  community  who  have 
risen  to  leadership  without  losing  their 
sense  of  humor  and  approachability, 
avoiding  the  pomposity  that  sometimes 
goes  with  high  rank.  He  demonstrates 
here  why  he  richly  merited  the  award.) 


TIME  MARCHES  ON 

NLG  notes  with  regret  the 
passing  of  four  of  our  valued 
members  during  recent  months. 
Called  to  the  last  roundup  were 
Miriam  Gilmore,  long  associated 
with  the  Texas  Numismatic 
Association;  A.  George  Mallis,  a 
noted  researcher  and  writer; 
Martha  Stevenson,  a talented 
writer  who  spun  delightful 
numismatic  anecdotes;  and 
Ernest  "Ernie"  Keusch,  a New 
Jersey  hobbyist  who  co- 
authored a standard  reference 
work  on  medals  of  the  U.S. 
Assay  Commission. 

Miriam  Gilmore  was  familiar 
to  many  as  editor  and  columnist 
of  the  widely  acclaimed  journal 
TNA  News.  TNA  has  provided 
the  hobby  with  a remarkable 
number  of  dedicated  numisma- 
tists, including  the  unforgettable 
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anli-counterfeiting  crusader  and 
ANA  President  Virgil  M. 
Hancock,  Lyman  Bartee  and  so 
many  more.  Miriam  was  among 
the  most  important  of  the  Lone 
Star  State's  brightly  shining 
hobby  luminaries. 

George  Mallis,  who  died  on 
Dec.  30,  1999,  was  a lifelong 
numismatist  whose  dedication 
to  the  Morgan  silver  dollar 
shaped  the  course  of  collecting 
in  that  vastly  popular  collecting 
specialty.  With  Leroy  Van  Allen, 
he  compiled  the  monumental 
Comprehensive  Catalogue  and 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Morgan  and 
Peace  Dollars.  Destined  to  be  the 
"Bible"  of  modern  silver  dollar 
collectors,  the  book  introduced 
VAM  numbers  for  myriad  vari- 
eties of  Morgans.  It  was  twice 
the  recipient  of  NLG's  presti- 
gious Book  of  the  Year  Award. 

A prolific  writer  of  well 
researched  articles,  George 
Mallis  also  taught  numismatics 
at  the  School  of  Finance  at 


Adelphi  University  on  Long 
Island  when  he  was  affiliated 
with  First  Coinvestors.  Spring- 
field  Technical  College  in 
Springfield,  Mass.,  also  benefit- 
ed from  his  teaching  skills.  His 
wife  Dorothy  preceded  him  in 
death  by  five  days  on  Dec.  25, 
the  couple's  wedding  anniver- 
sary. 

Another  familiar  byline  enters 
history  with  the  death  of  writer 
Martha  Stevenson.  A gentle- 
woman of  the  old  school,  she 
came  to  numismatic  writing 
rather  later  in  life  than  many 
NLG  members.  Ms.  Stevenson 
specialized  in  human-interest 
stories  centering  on  the  little- 
known  numismatic  involvement 
of  such  historic  figures  as  Mrs. 
Henry  Ford  and  the  great  singer 
Enrico  Caruso. 

This  writer  recalls  appearing 
on  the  speakers'  forum  at  the 
first  Golden  State  Numismatic 
Convention  in  early  1990  in 
Pasadena,  Calif.  The  moderator 


was  Dr.  Walt  Ostromecki,  and 
Ms.  Stevenson's  presence 
imparted  a charm  and  warmth 
to  the  evening  session  that  made 
it  memorable. 

Ernie  Keusch  of  Madison, 
N.J.,  who  died  suddenly  March 
6 at  the  age  of  84,  was  a leading 
authority  on  U.S.  Assay  Com- 
mission medals  and  co-author, 
with  R.W.  Julian,  of  the  standard 
reference  book  "Medals  of  the 
United  States  Assay  Commis- 
sion 1860-1977,"  which  was  pub- 
lished a decade  ago  by  the 
Token  and  Medal  Society. 

Ernie  began  collecting  coins  as 
a boy,  and  remained  an  active 
hobbyist  all  his  life.  He  was 
especially  drawn  to  offbeat  col- 
lectibles, including  assay 
medals,  U.S.  pattern  coins, 
miniature  Mint  medals  of  the 
1920s  and  '30s,  sutler  tokens 
and  paper  scrip.  His  personal 
collection  of  Assay  Commission 
medals  was  one  of  the  finest 
ever  formed. 


We  thank  the  members  of  NLG  whose  articles 
have  enr/chec/ CO  IN  age  magazine  since  1964. 
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Heritage  is  looking  for 

either  part-time  contract  writers, 

or  for  a fulktime  position  in  Dallas. 

We  are  also  seeking  expert  cataloguers  and 
graders  of  U.S  and  World  Currency. 


Please  submit  resume, 
salary  requirement,  and 
samples  of  your  work  to: 

JimHalperin 

c/o  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 
100  Highland  Park  Village  • 2nd  Floor 
Dallas,  TX  75205 
email:  jim@heritagecoin.com 
www.HeritageCoin.com 
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